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Kupu and Sunetric to Train Youth to Install Solar Panels 
 

HONOLULU—www.kupuhawaii.org & www.Sunetric.com —Kupu is proud to announce its partnership 
with Sunetric, Hawaii’s largest solar installer, to train under-resourced young adults to install 
photovoltaic panels as part of Kupu’s pilot Urban Corps program.  Urban Corps is a free job training and 
service learning program that seeks to equip corpsmembers with the experiences, education, training, 
and support needed to become productive members of society, with a heart to serve and positively 
impact the community around them.  The training runs from March 2 – June 3, at which time the 
corpsmembers will receive both classroom and on-the-job training. 

Throughout the pilot program, Sunetric will donate materials and staff time to run weekly labs that will 
introduce corpsmembers to a range of job opportunities at a solar company, from initial sales to actual 
installations.  After corpsmembers gain foundational skills, they will join Sunetric field crews to assist 
with residential and commercial installations.  This valuable on-the-job training will prepare 
corpsmembers to become solar installers, helping to develop local talent in a growing industry while 
providing a social benefit to the recipients of training.  According to a December, 2010 report released 
by the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations, one of Hawaii’s fastest growing green jobs is solar 
photovoltaic installation. Over 447 positions are projected to open up by 2012. 

“Kupu is so excited about this opportunity to partner with such a well-respected company like Sunetric,” 
says Kupu Executive Director John Leong.  “The experiences which our corpsmembers will gain will not 
only help to prepare them for jobs in this emerging field, but married with the life and jobs skills training 
they receive through the Urban Corps, this partnership will help these young adults to socially advance 
and transform to become catalysts of positive change in their communities.” 

Sunetric CEO Alex Tiller describes the partnership as a winner for all concerned. “Installing solar panels is 
more than a business to us,” he said. “It’s a passion. That’s why this partnership with an organization as 
important to this community as Kupu is an ideal fit. It’s a great way to give back to the local community 
by doing what we love to do – create clean, renewable energy for the future. This is just the beginning of 
Sunetric’s long-term commitment to Hawaii’s youth, environment, and green job training.” 




